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Spratt Hails First Step in Federal
Funding for York Water Treatment Plant

WASHINGTON — U. S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC) announced today a major step

toward securing  $1 million in federal funds for York’s new water treatment plant, but

added a word of caution, saying the money is “not in the bank yet.” 

Spratt saluted Sen. Fritz Hollings for his initiative in securing approval by the Senate
Appropriations Committee of a $1 million appropriation in the “VA-HUD-Independent
Agencies” appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2001.

“Mayor Connolly and I both asked Senator Hollings for his help on the Senate side, and
the City of York is fortunate to have him in our corner,” said Spratt. 

Spratt said the bill must still pass the Senate and a conference with the House to iron out
differences. The first hurdle faced by the bill is that it exceeds the allocation in the budget
resolution for Fiscal Year 2001. As such, it is subject to a point of order on the Senate floor.  If a
point of order is raised, the bill can be taken from the floor unless 60 senators vote to override.

“The House set its appropriations bill at the budget resolution level,” said Spratt, “a level
so low that the House committee did not have the money to earmark for specific projects. So, it
deferred earmarks until a conference with the Senate, expecting to see the allocation increased in
the meantime. The Senate marked its bill above the budget allocation level, with enough room
for earmarks.

“I have been working members of the appropriations subcommittee for weeks on the
House side to secure their agreement in conference,” said Spratt, “and when it’s all over, I am
reasonably optimistic that the House and Senate will agree on this $1 million item for the City of
York.

“But between now and then, this bill has to make it through the Senate and through a
conference with the House, with York’s item included; and even then, the President may veto the
bill because the level of appropriations is $2 billion lower than he requested for housing,
veterans, and environmental projects.
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“So, a lot of legislative effort remains before passage of this bill with this $1 million item
for York intact,” Spratt said, “but people in York can rest assured that Senator Hollings and I will
keep working to get funds for this project appropriated.  I have wanted to see York tap the
Catawba for years, and I am pleased to help put a few pieces of  this puzzle together.”
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